Alys Young:  Can I have your attention, please?  Could we have people's attention, please?  Okay. Welcome back. We have some very interesting discussions this afternoon. My name is Alys Young, I am Deaf Parenting UK Ambassador. My other job is as work involved preparing for today. It has been very successful and I look forward to next year, to the next conference. Congratulations. signing family. That is a perfect some reit is not a perfect, list, it is not a perfect summary but we tried to capture what we meant when we talk about deaf pen renting UK. Congratulations everybody, to Sabina and the committee, there has been a lot of the Lord Mayor and we shared our vision with those people. 

The last one, G - it was difficult to find something to go with G but I thought, 'Growing together as a family ‘. Somebody mentioned a signing family earlier. So let's grow together as a more information on websites that are accessible via BSL. So that is good aim regarding information. 

We need a new vision. Deaf Parenting UK has a vision already. It is important today, there are lots of people here, it is important, we have important people here, pass on their skills. Training is key to what we are doing in Deaf Parenting UK. 

The next letter I - information. How many people today have said there is very little information around and it is not accessible, what little information there is is not accessible we need more DVDs about natural families and being normal and no different. We talked about natural parenting and not labelling deaf parents in a different way. Also, talked about training and the fact that professionals need training. We also talked about deaf parents being trained to train and to it is a key part of Deaf Parenting UK. 
The next letter, E - equality. Basically we are saying you need to be treating deaf parents like hearing parents. Equality.

N - natural. Looking around today, it has been natural. We have used a natural language. Talked Access to information access to services, access to professionals. That's what we are going lobby for. Access came up again and again. 

Rights. We talked about human rights. We fed back from the workshop on human rights. So, rights comes up again and again and worry about the same sort of thing. So P is for participation . 

There has been a lot of dialogue a lot of people participating, thinking about their children's education thinking about their rights and thinking about wanting to participate more. 
A - access,. also thinking about the title of the organisation Deaf Parenting UK. I thought it might be possible to do something creative. This is what I have come up with. 

This morning I felt during the day that there have been some similar concepts and themes that have cropped up all the time. Campaigning, we have shared information, pulled information and learned a lot. Sabina asked me to summarise the day. How long have we got?  

So I was thinking how to summarise, I was thinking about this this morning and I was  practically what we can do out of that and I will really welcome the opportunity to do that. Thank you.   
 
ALYS YOUNG:  Okay. I feel exhausted. So many actions points have come up, that is very good. Today we have had rich sessions of discussion, human rights. So whilst we have not got very very clear points from that .... I  intend to go away and give you something very very practical to do from those points and even before next year when I do come back we'll post something to Sabina perhaps to put on the website to tell youIt is about having choice doubt interpreting and there are messages we can give. We also talked a bit more about limiting school choices and about standards and about whether or not we can encourage schools, particularly schools that are very oral to make sure they do provide interpreters on request as part of the last points, by no means least we talked about labelling and making sure we helped public services particularly not do that one size fits all and say well we have got an induction loop here, that will do won't it or we have good BSL interpreter, that will do. people understand that we are there and what we are there for. One of the quick wins is taking to Sabina about waking a link on the website of the deaf parent organisation so people know they can contact us. That is one already done. 
We are quick with our results. 

The particularly for deaf people and people choosing schools for their deaf children. 

We agreed that we would review are helpline to see if our own helpline was accessible enough for deaf people, if enough deaf people were accessing us and also review our communication strategy, so that deaf on to talk about schools, mainstream schools verses deaf schools and rights of choice and whether that choice was actually meaningful or not and we agreed we would talk to some of are education bodies and perhaps some of the education Inspectorates to look at what the issues were around segregated education, but it is certainly something we can look at. 

We also talked about parent’s rights as well as deaf children's rights, particularly parents that did not understand - hearing parents that did not understand about cochlear implants and were only getting a very medical point of view on that. 
We moved a possibility, particularly now with human rights legislation to consider some of the issues around children's rights and one of the this is that we do as a commission is we take strategic legal cases so there may be an opportunity to take a strategic legal case in that area. I cannot promise that more generally start to understand that we are actually a whole person and there is more to us than deafness and that they treat us with more respect, understand that they need to change their attitudes. 

We talked about deaf children's rights, particularly around cochlear implants and there is about particular services, specialised services we talked a lot, for example about audiology departments and how audiology departments don't see the person, they see the deafness. They can't see around that. What we can do to try and help audiology departments in the health service talked about children interpreting in schools, hospitals and other places and there was a request for the Commission to work with its partners to make sure that they under stood the legislation around this, that children shouldn't have to interpret for parents in any situation. We also talked landscape, what equalities look like now, what human rights look like, what the law says and what the new commission can do to make the lives of deaf parents more bearable. 

We came up with a lot of things I will mention the more major points a first of all we taken place. Thank you. Workshop C now. Thank you. 

JACKIE DRIVER: I think we had the smallest group but the biggest number of ideas. But hay. My name is Jackie Driver from the equalities and human rights commission. And the workshop I led was one looking at the new equality Lynne,  Can I ask you to come back in a year's time as well to talk about the progress you have made. 

LYNNE FRITH:  I would love to if I am able to.
ALYS YOUNG:  Because I think it is important we have that the discussion today but we need to know if action has were stigmatised because it came through the health trust but via mental health services so we need to make sure that we don't stigmatise deaf parents in any way when that training is delivered   
ALYS YOUNG:  Thank you. We need to thank Lynne Frith for her presentation. Thank you. good job in future. 

This may be is linked to what the other workshop had to say. PCT and the health authority in Bristol offered funding for training for deaf parents so that training was delivered in the Bristol area but the problem was that the deaf parents felt that they the gaps; there is very little service for them and little focus for them. 

So that is a need. May be one way of providing that is for Deaf Parenting UK to identify good practice and disseminate that good practice amongst the local authorities so that they are almost shamed into doing a parents does not suit or work with the deaf person so we said that we needed a deaf person to go out and do that outreach work. 

There seems to be plenty of support for deaf parents who have deaf children deaf parents with hearing children are the ones that experience the names of the contacts in the different regions, the Commissioners, the parenting Commissioners so that DP UK can send a representative or contact those Commissioners. 

We talked about the local authority need to set up outreach work to deaf parents because the normal modes of communication with how to use interpreters and deaf people don't know their rights in terms of using interpreters. 

So we want local authorities to publish that they support the BSL charter and we want that included in the parenting strategies that go out in local authorities. 
The consultants will be providing Deaf Parenting UK with local authority, she was a consultant. So, we fed back what we fed back to her and she will be taking those suggestions on board from us. Here they are. 
It is clear that the key point is communication. Using BSL and using interpreters. People don't know so I will do my best to convey what it was that came up in the workshop. My name is Stuart, Stuart Harrison. I am a volunteer for Deaf Parenting UK . 

The speaker in our workshop was a consultant working with local authorities. She was not from or did not represent a representative from work shop B?  . Could you introduce yourself, please. 

NEW SPEAKER:  In our workshop we were offered the opportunity to feedback as a group so if that could be the focus and not myself, even though I wrote a summary of what happened in the workshop, points. 
NEW SPEAKER:  Yes, I am happy to come back.  I will make sure Deaf Parenting UK is one of our parent focus groups for new things we are doing in health and around children's centres.
ALYS YOUNG:  Thank you.   

I need to invite workshop B to feedback. Who is the through Sure Start and better parenting support. 
I will take back to check On the Sure Start funding and local needs for deaf parents. 
Thank you very much. 

NEW SPEAKER: may we invite you or one of your representatives next year to tell us has progress been made on the action visitors to communicate better and ensure there are interpreters available when women are accessing services during pregnancy and other key times. 

We talked about parenting practitioners and making sure that if there are parenting practitioners for deaf parents, to find out if funding is available to have those services locally development and the possibility of a DVD and other tools that might help. 

We also talked about Sure Start children's centres and having a better engagement with deaf parenting UK to ensure deaf parents' needs are met and for midwives and health A to feedback?  If we could just have the important points from that workshop, please?  Would you like to come to the front? 

NEW SPEAKER: Very good workshop. Very good discussions. We talked about better resources for deaf parents around health, in pregnancy and children's Professor of social work, education and research at the university of Manchester. So I need to thank for inviting me here and for my extra role. Thank you very much. 

First, I would like to ask please that we have feedback from work shop A?  Do we have the volunteer from workshop 
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