Chauhdry Abdul Rashid JP, The Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
I am peace, unity and harmony in our great city, Birmingham. 
I feel strongly to support Deaf Parenting UK as very important and unique organisation which focuses on enabling empowering and supporting deaf parents in the UK. 
Thank you very much. and I intend to do my very best to promote this city wherever I go. Birmingham is a cosmopolitan city and I am very proud of it. It is multi-cultural, multi-racial and multi-faith background. I will work throughout my year as Lord Mayor to promote at the opening ceremony of Deaf Parenting UK and your conference. 
I am also proud that Deaf Parenting UK has chosen to host the conference here at the deaf cultural centre in our great city Birmingham. 
Thank you . 

It is an Honour and privilege for me to serve as the Lord Mayor very Lord Mayor of Birmingham. The lady Mayoress,. Sabina Iqbal, chair, Deaf Parenting UK, miss Maria Miller, Professor Zeshan, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, and lovely children, good morning. 

It is a great Honour and privilege for me and the lady Mayoress to be here 
This is an excellent opportunity for deaf parents and service providers how can midwives and nurses explain to the deaf woman about pregnancy stages and choices around labour and birth enabling deaf parents to be able to make informed choices informed decisions?  accessing the maternity services in the UK . 

I find it rather difficult to believe that it should be the case for example, a deaf pregnant woman who received maternity care but don't get adequate support from midwives, nurses, who are not available to use British Sign Language, BSL, so first language is not English, I came to this country in 1955, having left school at 13, with no English, very little English, and had little access to mainstream information, I can understand and empathise with the deaf women who still face barriers in to work together with the aim to remove the barriers of accessing the mainstream information and services, including maternity care E parenting skills classes, midwives, and health visitors , as well as child care, nursery all participation in primary and secondary school life. 
Being Asian whose 
Also, in maternity wards, how can a deaf woman know if she can't hear her baby crying, many deaf women feel so isolated in the wards as they are unable to communicate with others but access to information or TV screens with the carts purchased from external contractors within the hospital, but impossible as there are no subtitle facilities on the screen. if no facility is available?  How can deaf parents, fathers, partners, get into the labour maternity ward that has an intercom but, what needs to be done to enable midwives, nurses, to support deaf women and deaf partners in maternity wards better?  Also, 
Would the best way important creating a positive attitude towards all deaf parents. forward be to resolve this for all staff to learn Deaf Awareness, BSL, British Sign Language, which is time-consuming?  Is there a deaf charter, for deaf parents in accessing to maternity care which would cover quality standards including Deaf Awareness, BSL British sign language, booking interpreters and more 
What about equipment within maternity care wards, ensuring that deaf parents are put into side rooms with baby alarms provided to enable them to be allowed independently, as equipment won't work well in maternity wards with other babies there any information at there for parents in general that are accessible for deaf parents?  crying. Also, to combat isolation, for many deaf parents TV needs to be to have subtitle facilities in line with the Disability Discrimination Act . 

Speaking of the DDA, - Disability Discrimination Act, - and equality and enabling deaf parents to enjoy family lives T without barriers, is 
Is that information available in plain English with British Sign Language on DVD with vast technology?  BSL on the website as more and more information is available on line via websites Deaf Parenting UK's website is an excellent source of information with English and BSL. So please add Deaf Parenting UK link to your website and liaise with them. 
Deaf Parenting UK for guidance or making your information more deaf-friendly for deaf parents and parents to be. 
In my experience, coming from Pakistan, , as any other parents given that we are leading in the multi-cultural, multi-race and multi-faith society, it is important for service providers to understand and find effective ways of how they can communicate and support deaf parents. my wife and I were fortunate to have access to materials available in Urdu and there is information translated into community language for BME communities, and yet nothing much in BSL - British signing language. Why not for the Deaf Community?  Deaf people should be treated equally without discrimination
British Sign Language is a beautiful language and like any other language service Thank you very much indeed, I appreciate your noble efforts and thank you for all you are doing for this group. To open this fantastic conference, please give a warm welcome to Sabina Iqbal, chair and founder of Deaf Parenting UK.providers have a responsibility to ensure arrangements are in place to put British Sign Language in in place to meet the needs of death parents, usually via patient advisory services. I would like to wish deaf parenting UK could luck and continuing success in championing the needs of deaf parents. 
