Louise Fitzergerald, Senior Early Years Educator at a school for the deaf:  
Hello.. Hello everybody. Really, I am going to be focusing mostly research on deaf parents accessing provisions and services, meaning whether deaf people they said that all their information was accessible for everybody, but as far as yet it is not in their plans to provide it in BSL format yet. Thank you for watching. I hope you enjoyed my presentation.parents. 

And another ways to access this information. 

Last of all, I have been trying to find a way of creating a DVD for deaf parents about every parents matters, in a BSL format. Now, I started by asking every parents matters if, because  a gap in services there. Access to information in DVD and BSL. The most vital and important way of accessing them for deaf parents you can see four years ago, so far, since four years, this is the only resource available for deaf the deaf people I interviewed were keen to access information this way, advice, guidance a place to feel confident, sharing ideas and perspective . This is something deaf parenting UK can provide for deaf parents. Also recommendations in regard to deaf fathers groups, that is seen asseems to be the only provision for deaf parents to access training, in order to access information about professional bodies and information, and in a way that they feel comfortable in accessing information. 

And deaf people also accessing workshops that illustrate the roles of specific professionals. It seems with their children and felt lack of confidence in that area to engage with the children in that way. 

We know that children need this in order to develop and be rounded adults as they grow up and move on into their own careers. Deaf Parenting UK, therefore, the other way round. Some interesting figures on consent to immunisation and deaf parents. When I asked deaf parents had very little information on the options of immunising their children . 

Most deaf parents did not feel that they had the confidence to read any research or reading matter parents social Lee. 

Provision of interpreters varies from area to area. Some of the interpreting provision is excellent and some covers some areas and not others. 

Often it seems to be that interpreters are only provided for deaf parents who are proactive in asking. Again, it should be fully in that so therefore again would rely on hearing extended family. 

Another example of a deaf parent who had lack of awareness and access to information, realised at one point looking for a nursery placement for a child were too late in registering they couldn't access conversations between other you do? The deaf person was unable to  answer, they said they didn't know.  Other deaf parents that I have met, they knew that the hearing children needed to access spoken language and would try their best to speak themselves but found it incredibly difficult and were not able to converse deaf parents wish, they wish to support their children and hearing children do not understand this is what deaf parents desire. 

One of the examples of a deaf parent, I asked if your hearing mother was not available and you had to care for your child herself what would and the interaction that they have with their hearing children is often quite brief and that the hearing children are more likely to go to other hearing families or other hearing professionals, extended families who will then provide them with the most conversation and interaction. This is not what we asked them if they knew what sure start was. One of the parents even thought that was a retail shop . 

A lot of deaf parents struggle with frustration in regards to the relationship they have with their hearing children. Often they find that the conversations results from some of my interviews. Most of them , as you can see from here, did not know the services were available. So things such as - sorry just going back a bit, one of the parents which is a good example of the lack of awareness out there, decided in the end not to and they have had no services specifically for deaf people. 

Many parents really struggled through parenthood from pregnancy to the child's age of 16 plus because there have been very few services and role models for deaf parents. 
This are the even know the information and services are out there for them. 

Parents who have wanted to access support services through pregnancy, who have tried to access mainstream hearing services groups, support groups, etcetera, if they have gone along and found it difficult to access them, have to add: this is not a national research; this is from the areas that I work in, any names included are confidential. 

16% of parents have been able to access funding and provisions from the findings that we found. The majority of parents don't With the permission of the deaf parents, they were filmed. I handed out questionnaires to the deaf parents and the deaf parents were very excited and interested to letting me know their views and experiences because for some of them was their first opportunity to share those experiences. 

Just can see how society exasperates those difficulties. Family break down, lack of educational skills, and on and on. 

Methodology of my research, how I interviewed the parents that I did interview, we can see here the research was carried out in sign language. people are not accessing. And it causes rifts. Problems can escalate. Deaf parents can have many difficulties. 

One case that I know of is a good example of this. If you look in the research by frank Fields in the cycle of deprivation you the last two lines, that they could be missing out. Deaf parents have missed out on so much information because they can't access it, either from reading matter or they just don't know it is at there. There is a lot of information out there for parents that deaf then this is successful. 

The other important thing is all deaf parents are being constantly informed that the deaf parent is the first person that, the integral person who has responsibility for that child's well-being.. It is interesting as you can see from these quotes, the deaf parents need to have that relationship and rapport with other professionals. That will have an influence, an effect on their child. Those professionals need to know the child's background and the importance of sign language in deaf culture. If this partnership works well together and communication occurs, . 

Parents as educators. Number 1, when your baby is born the mother is the educator. The child learns from their parents. It is important as you can see from this quote, when that child goes to school or crèche or to any child care, children who may be have sign language as their first language as having perhaps behavioural problems because may be the noises they make, they may be more expressive than hearing children, all due to lack of awareness from different professional bodies. 

This is a quote from the DPPI no access there. The access from Suffolk County Council does not cover such areas. May be deaf parents would like to be involved in the school governors but the provision of interpreters doesn't cover such areas. 

A lot of professionals that work with children it seems stereotype the deaf going to see their child in the Christmas performance. There is no money for things like that. Parents may want to volunteer in the class, go on trips with the class with other children but there is no funding or opportunities for deaf parents to be involved in those things, there is is for consultation with teachers if parents are worried about their children's education. So parents evenings and such. The child is number 1 of course but the Council has the funding there to budget for interpreters - but that does not cover such things are deaf parents interpreter, through DVD resources so they can know what is happening and what their options are for their deaf children and themselves. For example, when I was doing my research, I found this study from Suffolk County Council. They provide interpreters which is great but provision of interpreters the awareness of provision of services even interpreting provision, resources like DVDs for deaf parents and such are not always fully known. Really, the important thing for deaf parents is to receive that information in a format they can understand, via an niceties. The hearing parents will be discussing their child's welfare, well-being, choices of schooling, education, but a deaf person, parent, is not able to access that kind of communication and information they would hear in the playground. It is impossible for them really. 

Causing, hearing and deaf parents may be on going to school, dropping off their children deaf parents can see hearing parents chatting in the playground, for example, sharing information, but the deaf parents may be only able to communicate with other hearing parents such things as the weather and exchanging was how to increase their awareness and access to information for deaf parents. 

It shouldn't really matter whether the parent is deaf or hearing, what is important is the role parent have, enjoying parenthood, seeing your children nurtured and develop. 
For example, not be taken over by other hearing families members that can happen because of lack of access to information. This is from my research. 

Looking at those questions I won't repeat them because you can see them there. The recommendations really that came out of the research of them not to be in a situation of panic and isolation and having to rely on other hearing family support and to get the guidance from hearing family support on how to bring up their children. The deaf parents themselves should have the role of bringing up their children, access to information as hearing parents with hearing children have, deaf children with deaf parents seems they do not or don't know the information that should be provided to them. 

We feel that deaf parents should be able to enjoy their parenthood and their children and nurturing that relationship between the two deaf parents know that it is vital for themselves to receive information about their children, what is happening in regards to Government legislation and acts that will affect their child's up bringing and their own rights but through local authorities, responsibility, deaf parents should know and have that need to occur in order for deaf parents to access services, such as health, education, Social Services, those are the main three under children's services. Most deaf parents don't know. 
Through working with deaf parents and deaf children in the schools that I work in, in the first place?  Are the deaf parents even aware of the services that is there, that is their right to access?  Thirdly, is the partnerships in place for deaf parents to gain information and educate themselves?  It seems not. 

And the parental partnerships Had they received the full information, and what their experiences were of it. The important services that deaf parents needed to access were mostly successful when there were partnerships occurring.. So the introduction being do deaf parents have the access to the provisions they need UK. I have done the research, what has happened now that some of that legislation has been implemented and what changes that hats made to deaf parents K. As pat of the research I met deaf parents individually to find out their views on services they had receive. do or not has been some of the research that I have been carrying out to find the answer to. 

The Disability Equality Duty, the research that I have been doing, I have been accessing different agencies to see, and looking at legislation criteria to see what provisions there are for deaf parents here in the actually - deaf parents, actually have that access and this being related to - this is my research in relation to, 'Every parent matters'. Every parent matters’, means that deaf parents must have access to all the services provisions which are their right. Whether they 
