Yasmin Kovic, Safeguarding Advisor: Deaf children and young people, NSPCC

Hello everyone sorry, will be brief in my presentation because I know you are hungry.

My name is Yazmin Kovic, I am from the NSPCC, the national society for the prevention of cruelty to children.  The aim is to stop the abuse of all children.  I am here to to explain about a project we have been doing and that we have been piloting, the aim of that project is to reach all deaf children.  I am not sure how appropriate, well it is actually very appropriate for deaf adults as well.  And parents a lot of deaf parents have difficulty with reading and coping with English.  So we are hoping to give you some access via sign language, BSL on a DVD, let me explain.

It is for deaf children and young children, all children on how to keep yourselves safe in lots of different situations in different ways.  So I will click on the actual DVD now, and show you.

It starts with information about how to use the DVD.  There is a full pack of information as well explaining exactly what the DVD is about.  When I finished explaining this, there will be outside a display so that you can actually play around with it on the computer yourselves.

Ok, sorry it is a bit slow.

Ok, as you can see, there is a list of topics there.  There are ten topics, it starts with feelings.  So you start really exploring feelings and what they mean to empower the children and then you go through the list of topics, they are sort of linked together and progressive and when we piloted it, the section on growing up, we found that education system is missing out on actually teaching children about sex education but particularly about feelings and expressing feelings.  So we give the information, the words, the language, the vocabulary, the signs to express feelings so that the children or the young people can begin to actually present what it is that they want to say to people via these feelings and how we do this.  Sorry I am jumping back wards and forwards here.  We have got the list of topics.

So the DVD has presenters young people who are deaf themselves, there are 19 different role plays in the DVD as well.  Showing you different situations so you can use, do this with groups of children, all one to one.  I will show you the presenters first.  There is hours and hours of material on video, it is a 12 week programme.  You don't have to use the programme in the right order, you can pick and choose.

It is voiced over as well.  But I am not sure if there are speakers or if sound is hooked in at the moment.  You can see the material is there, the graphics, you can down load those, you can print them off and hand them out.

All the information in the DVD that we see, all of that information can be down loaded and printed as you wish to use it.

Now just very quickly, I just need to give you a taster of the different clips with the different areas, so here is a role play.

So, these areas the role plays are to promote discussion within the groups and individuals.

There are nineteen different clips and some are quite powerful.  So you need to check them out and look through the DVD and pick and choose and separate out the age suitability as well.  Because there is a focus on the DVD for the younger ones and it follows in with the stages in the national curriculum, the key stages.

Just to let you know that it was made with the national deaf children's society managing the project and the DVD has been five years in the making and remark have done a fantastic job, through a very complicated process and produced something that is very simple to use.  If you look at the different resources, there are animations, would you like to see an animation?  Ok, I will show you an animation.

Just looking for an appropriate one to show you.

Because we have got a young children around I need to be selective.

This is just an example of what is there, dangers in the home.  And there are print outs you can down load as well.

Now I have got to finish there, I am really sorry it has been brief but please do have a look yourselves at the lap top outside and as I said, three and a half hours of information have been picked into the DVD about keeping your children safe, thank you.

Sorry, is there a question?

There are order forms outside where it is being demonstrated.

NEW SPEAKER:  Thank you very much.

So I know that this is a three year project which is really crammed in such a lot I mean, it will give you quite a big bag of tricks to use, in keeping children safe.
